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Jennifer Woollard,
Chamber President

President’s Message

In the midst of a winter storm, the chamber held its first Social Breakfast of
the year.  A small group met at Cracker Barrel and took the opportunity to chat
with fellow members.  This is a great networking opportunity and a chance to get to
know members and more about what they do at their business.  If you have any feedback
for us on the Social Breakfast, please contact the Chamber office.  If you have not
had the chance to attend a breakfast yet, please plan to join us at the next breakfast on
April 6th.

Thank you to those who attended our January “Meet the Board” luncheon at
Undo’s.  We look forward to talking with you individually throughout the year and
welcome your feedback on how we can continue to make the chamber a valuable
business resource for our members.  Remember, this is your chamber and we are
here to help promote and grow your businesses.

Our next luncheon will be a Speak Out on February 10th at the Gazette
Grill.  These luncheons have a great turnout and are an excellent way to share the
latest happenings in your business.  You can quickly get your message across to a
number of area business people who could benefit from your services.  By the response
to the Speak Out luncheons, we can see that our members value the opportunity to
share and network and are glad to make these opportunities available.

You may have noticed that the February luncheon is being held at a new
location.  The Gazette Grill is only the first of various restaurants that will be
hosting our luncheons in 2010.  Throughout the year, member restaurants who have
expressed the interest and ability to host a chamber luncheon will be given this
opportunity.  We think this is a great way for the chamber to promote and support
these member restaurants.  If your restaurant is interested in hosting a future luncheon,
contact the chamber office. We hope that this update keeps the luncheons exciting as
well as valuable to the restaurants who host them.  Please remember to check the
event details (location and date) before heading out to each luncheon.

Although we are just entering February, the Home and Business Expo
will be here soon!  We will hold the two-day event at the Ohio Valley Mall on
March 26th and 27th.  This expo is now a two-day event as requested by our vendors.
It is an excellent and cost-effective way to showcase your business and there are still
opportunities to sponsor as well as vendor spaces available.  Contact the chamber
office to reserve your space.
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Showcase Member

There’s a lot going on at Beep Beep
Driving School and we were excited to be
invited in recently to learn all about it.  The
business has moved to a new office space at 252
West Main Street, having formerly been in the
same building, but now facing Main Street in an expanded space.  On Thursday, January
14 they hosted a ribbon cutting and open house and invited Chamber members to
come in and acquaint themselves with the business.  Owner Bob West opened the
driving school in 2004 after spending 26 years with the Ohio State Highway Patrol,
and is happy to see the business growing.

In addition to their new location with a spacious
training room, they are excited to share the news about
their driving simulator, a virtual driver interactive tool
that is the world’s first simulation-based impaired and
distracted driving experience.  The simulator enables
instructors at Beep Beep to teach critical driving skills
without putting students in danger.  This interactive
experience increases knowledge retention because it is a
hands-on experience and gives the students a chance to
demonstrate what they have learned while getting
complete, consistent and objective reporting about their performance.  In addition
to sharing the road with other vehicles, pedestrians, and cyclists, the simulator
introduces distractions such as ringing cell phones, radios, and passenger noises.
The program can also be changed to different environments including daytime and
nighttime driving and various weather conditions including rain and snow.

As well as providing valuable training for new drivers, Beep Beep Driving
School can be of benefit to employers.  West notes that employers face an annual
cost of $60 billion for work-related accidents.  Beep Beep offers a 6-hour defensive driving course that can
help employers reduce their Workers Compensation, insurance, and legal exposure expenses related to
work-related driving.  Based on the National Safety Council driving course, the class teaches collision
avoidance, separation distance, and much more.

Beep Beep Driving School is proud to be a AAA-approved driving school and can be reached
at  740 699-0333.

Above, owner Bob West has
Lisa Flanagan demonstrate
the simulator.

Left, a Beep Beep instructor
watches as Nicole Ferrar-
Heske (The Times Leader)
tries her hand at the wheel.



Top, Aleysa is pictures with speaker,
Trooper Mike Nelson and steering
committee member Brad Vinskovich.

Bottom, The lucky 50/50 winner
receives her winnings from Amy.
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Board Meeting
The next board meeting will be at 4:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, February  9 at Kennedy Park.
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The seventh meeting
of the Belmont County
Safety Council 2009-10
program year was Thursday,
January 7 at Undo’s West in

St. Clairsville.  Trooper Mike
Nelson from Ohio State Highway Parol presented Defensive
Driving.

The next meeting is  scheduled for February 4 from
12 noon to 1:00 p.m. at Undo’s in St. Clairsville. Jason
Cook from the BWC Fraud Department will speak about
Workers Comp Fraud.

Belmont County Safety Council meetings are open
to all Chamber members as well as the public.  Please
contact the Chamber
office to make
reservations and to
learn how to promote
safety in your business
and home.

Bud’s Bloomers
& Rosario’s Gifts

Donna AntolakDonna AntolakDonna AntolakDonna AntolakDonna Antolak

126 W. Main Street
St. Clairsville, OH 43950
740 695-0163

Legislative Update by Mark Thomas

We have several new and returning events coming
up this year at the chamber.  Committees are being formed
and work has begun for our major events.  If any member
would like to serve on a committee or volunteer to help
during an event, please contact the chamber office.  We
would love to have fresh new ideas for our events.  Many of
you express that you’d like to be more involved in chamber
life, but are not sure how to do so.  By volunteering or
serving on a committee, you can get to know more and
have a voice in the day-to-day planning of these major events.

I look forward to
talking with you in the near
future.

As we move into 2010 election mode, the candidates
are set for this year’s gubernatorial election. Governor Ted
Strickland has chosen Yvette McGee Brown, a former judge,
and now director of a Columbus non-profit organization as
his running mate. Last week, Republican challenger and
former congressman John Kasich announced that State
Auditor Mary Taylor would be his running mate.

The legislative committee is currently working with
the chamber staff and board to inform and advise members
of issues relating to the May 4, 2010, primary and the
November 2, 2010 general election. In light of Ohio’s early/
absentee voting laws, we will probably address the May 4
ballot issues at the March luncheon.

Beyond that, a lot is starting to happen in Columbus
and Washington remains active with many important issues
to Chamber members. Therefore, please watch for more
updates from the committee.

Current Member Count: 301

Independent Supporters of Coal, Emily Reed
133 East Main Street
St. Clairsville, OH 43950
740 695-5235
A non-profit organization founded to support the coal mining
industry and educate the general public on the benefits of coal.

The chamber
is finalizing
our event
calender for

2010 and we’d love for you to be involved!  Each
event is headed by a committee and all chamber member
are encouraged to join a committee, volunteer at an event,
and attend chamber functions.  A tentative event list is
included as an insert  in this newsletter.  Please contact the
chamber if you would like to assist with any of the listed
events.  Please remember that this is your Chamber of
Commerce and all feedback is welcome so we can help you
make the most of your membership.

Ribbon
Cutting &
Luncheon

Counter closkwise beginning at top, A ribbon
cutting ceremony took place to celebrate the
new office.

Anna Marie Reyes chats with the guests.

EJ Schodzinski trys out the new simulator and
passed with a great score.

A great turn out was present at the luncheon
to celebrate the opening of the new office.

Welcome New Members!

Apollo Professional Cleaning & Restoration will
contribute $5 to Haiti relief efforts for every residential or
commercial cleaning service performed between February
1 and February 28, 2010.  Anthony Mougianis, Apollo’s
president and CEO said that Apollo will make the
contributions through a legitimate organization which will
help to provide the people of Haiti with necessary supplies
and services including food, water, temporary shelter, medical
services and emotional support. Apollo customers do not
have to do anything extra to aid in this effort but can be
assured that their clean homes and businesses are helping those
in need. For more information, contact Apollo at
866 276-1418.

Promote your business with a BANNER AD on www.StCChamber.com!
1 month - $50       6 months - $250       1 year $450

For more information, call the chamber office today!  740 695-9623
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